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SUBJECT: POLITICAL SITUATION - BHUTTO AT CENTER STAGE 

1 . IN A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS, BHUTTO SUPPORTER AND 
PORMER PEDERAL AGRARIAN MINISTER CHAUDHRY ANWAR AZIZ 
REPORTED THAT HE HAD A TWENTY MINUTE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
WITH THE PORMER PRIME MINISTER ON JULY 12. ANWAR SAID 

THAT BHUTTO WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE "SENTIMENTS OF LOVE 
AND AFPECTION" POR HIM THAT WERE BEING EXPRESSED BY THE 
PEOPLE. IN PIRST INDICATION THAT BHUTTO PLANS TO CONTEST 
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ELECTIONS, ANWAR ALSO SAID THAT THE PORMER PM WAS CONPIDENT 
THAT HE WOULD SOON BE APPEARING BEPORE THE "COURT OP THE 
PEOPLE." BHUTTO ALSO CALLED ON PARTY WORKERS TO "KEEP 
UP MORALE" SINCE ELECTIONS ARE "ONLY 85 DAYS AWAY." 

2. IN THE MEANTIME PORCES ARE BUILDING WHICH WANT 
TO DEPRIVE BHUTTO OP AN OPPORTUNITY TO RUN IN THE 
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NEXT ELECTION. AT A MEETING WITH NEWSPAPER EDITORS ON 
JULY 1 1 GENERAL ZIA WAS ASKED WHETHER HE WAS GOING TO INVESTIGATE 
BHUTTO'S PAST ACTIVITIES. ZIA REPLIED THAT HE WOULD AND PLANNED 
ON HAVING THE EINDINGS PRESENTED TO THE NEXT NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY. WHEN THE QUESTIONER CONTINUED TO PRESS ZIA, 

EXPLAINING THE DIEEICULTIES INHERENT IN NOT RELEASING 

THE EINDINGS UNTIL THE NEW ASSEMBLY CONVENED, ZIA REPORTEDLY 

REPLIED THAT HE WOULD CONSIDER TAKING ACTION AGAINST 

THE EORMER PM EVEN BEEORE ELECTIONS. THIS EXCHANGE 

IS INDICATIVE OE THE DILEMMA ZIA EACES GROWING 

LARGELY OUT OE THE MYTHOLOGY THAT SURROUNDS BHUTTO. WHILE 

MOST POLITICAL OBSERVERS FEEL THAT THE FORMER PM'S POLITICAL 

EUTURE HAS BEEN SEVERELY DAMAGED AND THAT HE EACES AN 

UPHILL BATTLE IE HE IS ALLOWED TO RUN EOR OEEICE AGAIN, 

NO ONE SEEMS PREPARED TO COUNT HIM OUT AS AN IMPORTANT 
EORCE IN PAKISTANI POLITICS. ACTIONS THAT A RENASCENT 
BHUTTO MAY TAKE AGAINST THOSE WHO OPPOSE HIM IS ENGENDERING 
CONCERN AMONG SOME OE THE LIKELY TARGETS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IE 
ZIA DOES ACT TO REMOVE BHUTTO FROM THE POLITICAL SCENE, 

HE WILL BE MAKING THE KIND OF FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL 
DECISION WHICH HE HAS SWORN TO AVOID AND WHICH MOST 
OBSERVERS FREE HE STILL WANTS TO AVOID. 

3. MUETI MAHMUD, IN A PHONE CONVERSATION JULY 12, 

REPORTEDLY TOLD SOME SUPPORTERS THAT HE WELCOMED THE 
INTRODUCTION OE A SYSTEM OE ISLAMIC PUNISHMENT FOR SOCIAL 
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CRIMES. REACTION TO THE MORE SEVERE PUNISHMENTS RANGE 
FROM THE URBAN BOURGEOISIE WHO THINK THEY ARE ABHORRENT 
TO THE ORTHODOX RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS WHO HAVE APPLAUDED 
THE MOVE. 

4. WHILE THE GENERAL ABSENCE OF POLITICAL COMMENTARY 
SINCE THE MILITARY TAKEOVER HAS ALSO MEANT THAT THE 
ANTI-AMERICAN THEME HAS BEEN LARGELY DORMANT, THERE HAVE 
BEEN A EEW INCIDENTS OE ANTI-AMERICANISM IN RECENT DAYS. 

IN THE ANWAR AZIZ/BHUTTO CONVERSATION, IN A LIKELY PREVIEW 
OE A PPP CAMPAIGN THEME, BHUTTO REPORTEDTLY TOLD ANWAR 
THAT SOME POWERS WISH TO DISMEMBER PAKISTAN AND, IN VIEW 
OE THIS, HE HAD DONE EVERYTHING HE COULD TO REACH A 
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WITH THE PNA BUT WAS UNSUCCESSEUL. 

AN ARTICLE IN THE JULY 8TH EDITION OE MASHREQ, AN URDU 
LANGUAGE PRESS TRUST NEWSPAPER, WELCOMED GENERAL ZIA'S 
STATEMENT THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT ALTER PAKISTAN'S 
EOREIGN POLICY. THE ARTICLE ADDS PAKISTAN IS A SINCERE MEMBER 
OE THE THIRD WORLD'S CRUSADE AGAINST EXPLOITATION BY THE 
INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES. COMMENTING ON THE NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING ISSUE AND PAKISTAN'S ASSURANCE THAT THE 
EACILITY WILL NOT BE USED EOR MILITARY PURPOSES, THE 
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ARTICLE CONCLUDES THAT, "IF SOMEONE IS NOT READY TO ACCEPT 
THIS ASSURANCE, ITS INTENTION IS TO KEEP PAKISTAN DEPRIVED 
OF MODERN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY, WHICH NO PAKISTANI CAN ACCEPT." 

HUMMEL 
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